NEWLY FORMED FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE LOOKING FOR MEMBERS

October 28, 2025

October 28, 2025

The Family Support Committee was voted into existence at the September 30, 2025 -
General Meeting and now seeks to assemble a dedicated team of diverse members.
The goal of the Family Support Committee is to come up with ways to return the Coop
to its former, more family-friendly model similar to when childcare was an option for
shoppers and those doing their shifts. As a committee, over the course of one year,
we plan to survey current members, analyze work slot patterns and collaborate with
Coop leadership to introduce new policies that better support families.

We are eager to incorporate a broad range of voices and perspectives, with a particu-


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2025/10/28/newly-formed-family-support-committee-looking-for-members/

lar emphasis on engaging parents, as this committee aims to address their unique
needs as they navigate work and parenting.

When the Coop’s childcare program ended around the time of Covid, we first fought
to bring it back, but due to many outside factors it became nearly impossible to make
childcare a part of the Coop again.

Scheduling, managing and completing shifts is no doubt a challenge for any adult
with a full-time job; but for working parents, especially those with children aged 0-12,
it can be nearly impossible. As members of the Coop for over 17 years, Brian Russ
and Lauren Belski, who proposed this committee, have seen the frustrations parents
went through when the Coop ended its childcare program. We know many families
who had no choice but to leave the Coop completely.

The Family Support Committee is seeking 4-8 new members and members will be
awarded workslot credits for their work. Meetings will take place every six weeks and
be conducted either online or in person when possible. Members will be allocated spe-
cific tasks, and will be required to conduct research or compile findings outside of
meeting times.

In one year’s time we aim to report back to Coop leadership team with a solid four to
five actionable changes in policy that will relieve the stresses of being a Coop mem-
ber while also being a working parent.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Family Support Committee, please
send an email to Lauren Belski (lauren.belski@gmail.com) and Brian Russ (bruss81@g-
mail.com). In your message, please explain your family situation, why you would be in-
terested in joining this committee and a few ideas you may already have brewing.
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HEARING OFFICER COMMITTEE SEEKS NEW MEMBERS

October 28, 2025
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September 16, 2025

The Hearing Officer Committee is seeking new members. The committee conducts
and presides over disciplinary hearings, ensures that hearings proceed in an efficient
and unbiased manner and, after deciding whether an accused member violated a
Coop rule, determines what disciplinary action should be taken.


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2025/09/16/hearing-officer-committee-seeks-new-members/

Applicants should be Coop members in good standing for at least two years, have
good attendance records and preferably have judicial, arbitration, mediation or legal
backgrounds.

Members of the committee meet and earn workslot credit on an as-needed basis only,
that is, when hearings are required. Therefore these members must also earn works-
lot credits elsewhere in the Coop and remain in good standing.

The nature of the committee‘s work requires that all members maintain strict confi-
dentiality with respect to all matters on which they work. The committee seeks an ap-

plicant pool that reflects the diversity of the Coop membership at large.

If interested, please email Liam at LRMagician@Yahoo.com.
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WORDSPROUTS COMMITTEE REPORT

October 28, 2025

WORDSPRSUTS

THE Park SLore Fooo Coor’s READING SERIES

AUgust 5, 2025
By Sarah Schenck for Wordsprouts

WordSprouts is the Park Slope Food Coop’s long-standing reading series, featuring
published authors who are also Coop members. For over 20 years, we've hosted read-
ers and writers in events that are always free and open to all, including non-Coop
members.

Our mission is to showcase local writers who are members of the Coop and cultivate
friendships between Coop members and our larger community.


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2025/08/05/wordsprouts-committee-report/

During the pandemic, the Coop lost the capacity to host events in our building, and
the committee went on hiatus, except for a few events graciously hosted by our neigh-
bors at Old First Church.

We revived WordSprouts in 2025, with an exciting partnership with the Old Stone
House (336 Third Street in Park Slope, just off Fifth Avenue), where we host events on
the last Wednesday of the month, including delicious snacks provided by the PSFC.

Our 2025 line-up has featured:

« 2/18/25: Christopher Hastings, graphic novelist/comic artist and creator of Five
Nights at Freddy’s (Scholastic Inc., 2019) and InvestiGators: Agents of S.U.I.T.(coau-
thored with John Patrick Green) (First Second, 2023)

 3/25/25: Katherine Fennelly, memoir/biography, Family Declassified: Uncovering my
grandfather’s journey from spy to children’s book author (Sunbury Press, Inc., 2023)

» 4/30/25: Rosanna Staffa, fiction writer, author of The War Ends at Four (Regal House
Publishing, 2023)

» 5/28/25: Betsy Andrews, poet and journalist covering food, drink and travel and au-
thor of Coastal: 130 Recipes from a California Road Trip (Chronicle, 2025)

» 6/25/25: Suzanne Cope, biography and memoir, and author of Women of War: The
Italian Assassins, Spies, and Couriers Who Fought the Nazis (Penguin Random
House 2025)

Our next event will be on Wednesday, September 24, with New York Times best-
selling author Carina Finn, author of the young readers’ fantasy series Feast and
Famine: The Last Great Heir (Sourcebooks, 2023). Carina’s next book will be coming
out in February.

The RSVP link for our September event can be found here.


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wordsprouts-the-park-slope-food-coop-reading-series-tickets-1413975582029

We welcome your suggestions for future events—past events have featured fiction,
nonfiction, history, memaoir, graphic novel, cultural criticism and cookbooks. Feel free
to suggest a Coop friend or nominate yourself as a potential featured guest speaker!

We've been contemplating upcoming events with self-published authors and also
works-in-progress, and welcome your suggestions.

You can email us at psfcwordsprouts@gmail.com or follow us on Instagram at @food-
coopwordsprouts.

WordSprouts’ Committee includes committee leader Sarah Schenck
and committee members Susan Horwich and Ruthie Nachmany.

THE HEARING ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE (HAC) IS SEEKING NEW MEM-
BERS

October 28, 2025
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July 15, 2025

HAC's work is organizing the scheduling of hearings for the Dispute Resolution Com-
mittee (DRC) and Hearing Administration Committee (HAC). The DRC seeks the resolu-
tion of disputes among members by investigating and determining if a member has vi-
olated Coop rules. If so, HAC determines the consequence for that violation. Hearings
are held if a member wishes to appeal this determination.

HAC only meets when a hearing needs to be scheduled, and this is somewhat rare,
with a current average of about one (1) hearing per year. HAC conducts its work by
email and phone, and a member of HAC must be present at all hearings. Generally,
HAC members will receive about 2-3 shifts for the scheduling of a hearing.
Prospective applicants should be:

* Members in good standing for at least a year before the pandemic

 Willing to work in a collaborative committee environment



* Interested in the ongoing business of the Coop

Please send statements of interest to psfchac@gmail.com. The Committee will inter-
view applicants and then select candidates for election at the General Meeting. We
are seeking an applicant pool that reflects the diversity of the Coop’s membership.

CELEBRATE OUR COOP COMMUNITY AT THE SECOND ANNUAL POTLUCK
PICNIC

October 28, 2025
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Sointhe Coop Community
Potluck
Picnic

Hosted by the PSFC Fun Committee

Bring a dish, your recipe, games and a blanket!
Coop members and friends welcome

bit. Iy! 457nH|1




Join us for the second annual potluck and yard games gathering in Prospect Park
on Saturday, June 14!

Grab your picnic blankets and loved ones, and let's unwind and celebrate the start of
summer and our expansive Coop community with a day in Prospect Park! We will
gather from 1-3:30 p.m. at the hill in front of the Picnic House. The closest entrance is
at Prospect Park West and 5th Street.

Please RSVP. Your presence is all that is required, but if you'd like to contribute a dish
or a game, please indicate so at the RSVP link below.

Rain date: Saturday, June 21, 1-3:30 p.m.

Hosted by the Fun Committee

COMPOST COMMITTEE REPORT: NEW COMPOST ON THE BLOCK

October 28, 2025
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April 22, 2025

By Mark Hellermann for the Compost Committee

The Coop generates upwards of 23 tons of food scraps each year. About a third of this
gets composted at nine local sites in Brooklyn by members who are part of the PSFC
Compost Squad. One of these community sites is just down the street at Union and
4th Ave—GreenSpace on 4th (GS4). A few weeks ago the Coop started offering this
compost for sale. The sifted compost from GS4 is sold in repurposed paper coffee fil-
ter bags from a coffee shop in Windsor Terrace. All of the bags have unique brown
stains (not unlike the packaging on the legendary Powdermilk Biscuits).

Compost inside the bag is made from fruit and vegetable scraps collected at the Coop
and from CHIPS soup kitchen. Sources of carbon (aka “browns”) are wood chips from



Greenwood Cemetery, wood shavings from a few Gowanus carpenters, leaves, coffee
grounds and small amounts of cocoa chaff. No animal products are used in the mak-
ing of this product. Except for the delivery of browns every few weeks, these mate-
rials arrive at GS4 via people-powered U-Boats. Most production does not rely on burn-
ing fossil fuels. You could say this is an ultra-local product that completes a full circle
between Coop food scraps and Coop member gardens. (Someone actually did say
that.)

Staff at the Coop (especially Cecelia Rembert and Joe Gordon) have been very suppor-
tive about getting this compost on the shelves so it can find its way into your flower
and vegetable beds.

Food scraps not composted at community gardens get picked up by a commercial

hauler known as Mr. T, which processes it into bioenergy in New Jersey. Coop mem-
bers are making a concerted effort to increase local composting and to minimize the
amount of food scraps being carted out of state and made into biogas and biosolids.

If you are interested in helping us process more of this nutrient-rich black gold, consid-
er joining the Compost Squad. There are several openings and they are posted on the
bulletin board by the elevator and also listed in “Join the Compost Committee” in this

edition of the Linewaiters’ Gazette. Or you can contact psfccompost@gmail.com.

For more information on GS4 Compost, visit greenspaceon4th.org.



