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By Thomas Rayfiel

Jim Thompson, whose membership in the Coop spanned five decades, died May 17
due to complications from the coronavirus and kidney failure. He was 75. Jim spent al-
most his entire professional career in the Fort Greene Housing Projects (the Walt Whit-
man Houses), working first as an assistant teacher, then for a drug intervention pro-
gram, and as a counselor for at-risk elementary-school-age children. He also volun-
teered for early morning breakfast programs and a weekend basketball organization
which emphasized leadership and team-building. A true community activist, Jim
served on the District 13 school board as well as Fort Greene Council Inc., an organiza-
tion dedicated to serving seniors, children, and enriching the lives of families living
throughout the neighborhood. 
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Nathan Allman, who became a Coop member relatively late in life but whose in-
fluence on the Coop began long before, died on March 22 of complications resulting
from the coronavirus. He was 85. Nathan joined the Coop in 2007, when he married
Ellen Krüger Allman, and retired in 2010, one of the first members eligible to do so un-
der the Coop’s age-related retirement policy. Long before that, in the early 1980s,
then an insurance broker, he sold the Coop its first employee health insurance poli-
cy—to current General Manager Joe Holtz. But Joe had a problem getting services,
and abruptly switched to a new policy with a different provider. Joe recalls the phone
call he received from Nathan: CONTINUE READING →
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Joe Hennessy, a longtime Coop member and beloved squad leader, died April 9 of
complications related to the coronavirus. He was 82. Joe came to the United States
from Ireland in 1957. After serving in the Army (with Elvis Presley!) he settled in
Queens where he managed a taxi fleet and served in a variety of civic capacities,
most notably, Chairman of Queens Community Board 6 and President of the Board of
Directors of the Forest Hills MHA Housing Development Fund Corporation. Joe was par-
ticularly sensitive to the plight of immigrants, the taxi industry being one of the areas
where many newcomers first seek employment. “He would always have their back,”
Frank Gulluscio, District Manager of CB 6 said. CONTINUE READING →
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