
LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

May 19, 2020

DEAR FELLOW MEMBERS,

Welcome to the third issue of the digital Gazette. Going digital has long been of inter-
est to the Editorial Team,  and the changes wrought by Covid-19 led to a quick crea-
tion and launch. We saw an urgency to maintain the community ties that the Gazette
endeavors to achieve, and erred on the side of expediency rather than perfection.
This is very much an evolving enterprise, created and assembled by  Gazette  team
members who volunteered to work even at this time when member labor inside the
Coop is not allowed. We ask for your patience and flexibility with this new format, as
well as to help us spread the word that we are still publishing – and with the longer-
than-usual lines at the Coop, we hope you enjoy. 

We would like to acknowledge the many people who made this creation possible, in-
cluding: Carey Meyers and Nancy Rosenberg, who dreamed of a digital Gazette, edi-
tors Dan Jacobson, Peter Grant, Petra Lewis, Wally Konrad, Ed Levy, and Tom Moore
who eagerly supported that vision, Matthew Landfield, who turned the dream into vi-
brant reality, Rod Morrison, who seized the opportunity to showcase the Gazette‘s tal-
ented artists and illustrators, Erin Sparling, who provided a major lift with coding and
design, and Helena Boskovic who instructed us all on how to work with WordPress.
We owe a big thanks to Coop staff Annette Laskaris, Camille Scuria, and Karen Mancu-
so–without them, this would all have been for naught.

This issue of the all-volunteer Gazette is brought to you by Ed Levy, Hayley Eva
Schicker, Mia Tran, Adam Segal-Isaacson, Dilhan Kushan, Erin Sparling, Helena
Boskovic, Lisa Schorr and Nancy Rosenberg.

A big shoutout to the pioneers who assembled our first issue: Peter Grant, Dan Jacob-
son, Leila Darabi, Rachel Blatt, Judy Antell, Rod Morrison, John Donohue, Tommy
Kane, Zachary Schulman, John Midgley, Becky Cassidy, Fanny Gotschall, Matthew
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Landfield, Erik Schurink, David Mandl and Jean Gazis.

We value your feedback. The process for submitting Letters to the Editors has not
changed; details can still be found at  foodcoop.com/lwgletters. 

In Cooperation,  

Editors 

TO THE EDITORS:

May 19, 2020

Had the Coop in its 47 or so years of operation thought to meet the needs of its senior
and disabled members and had a shopping delivery program in place, instead of first
floating a plan in late 2019, the Coop would be meeting the needs of those senior and
disabled persons. CONTINUE READING →

NATHAN ALLMAN

May 19, 2020

By Thomas Rayfiel

Nathan Allman, who became a Coop member relatively late in life but whose in-
fluence on the Coop began long before, died on March 22 of complications resulting
from the coronavirus. He was 85. Nathan joined the Coop in 2007, when he married
Ellen Krüger Allman, and retired in 2010, one of the first members eligible to do so un-
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der the Coop’s age-related retirement policy. Long before that, in the early 1980s,
then an insurance broker, he sold the Coop its first employee health insurance poli-
cy—to current General Manager Joe Holtz. But Joe had a problem getting services,
and abruptly switched to a new policy with a different provider. Joe recalls the phone
call he received from Nathan: CONTINUE READING →

QUESTION REGARDING CURBSIDE PICKUP

May 19, 2020

I have a question that I haven’t seen addressed in any Coop communications, that I
was hoping you could cover in an upcoming edition. Has the Coop considered online/e-
mail ordering with curbside pickup and payment? CONTINUE READING →

REPLY TO LOUIS LAVELLE, ERICA LESSEM AND CAROL LIPTON

May 19, 2020

We have heard these suggestions from many members, and in response, I’m taking
this opportunity to share what the General Coordinators have learned after significant
research and talking to other coops about their experiences. CONTINUE READING →

JOE HENNESSY

May 19, 2020
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Joe Hennessy, a longtime Coop member and beloved squad leader, died April 9 of
complications related to the coronavirus. He was 82. Joe came to the United States
from Ireland in 1957. After serving in the Army (with Elvis Presley!) he settled in
Queens where he managed a taxi fleet and served in a variety of civic capacities,
most notably, Chairman of Queens Community Board 6 and President of the Board of
Directors of the Forest Hills MHA Housing Development Fund Corporation. Joe was par-
ticularly sensitive to the plight of immigrants, the taxi industry being one of the areas
where many newcomers first seek employment. “He would always have their back,”
Frank Gulluscio, District Manager of CB 6 said. CONTINUE READING →

COOP STRATEGIZES TO STAY AFLOAT

May 19, 2020

Board Convenes First Online GM
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By Hayley Gorenberg

Illustration by Deborah Tint
After pandemic precautions put in place this spring at the Coop, sales fell through the
floor, with transactions dropping 79 percent and overall dollars spent down 37 per-
cent for the week ending April 26. A typical week would have shown 17,000 transac-
tions and perhaps $1.1 million total purchases—but only 3,436 took place, albeit at
about triple the dollar-value per transaction.

CONTINUE READING →
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WHY NOT CURBSIDE PICKUP?

May 19, 2020
By Louis Lavelle

Photograph by Mia Tran
I’ve been deeply impressed, and eternally grateful, for the hard work, dedication, and
creative thinking that have gone into the Coop’s response to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. We all owe the Coop leadership an enormous debt of gratitude.

CONTINUE READING →
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SWEET TREATS

May 19, 2020
By Jennifer Perkin

Home cooking is having a moment. Although many Gazette readers and PSFC mem-
bers are of course already prolific home chefs, going by posts on the internet, a lot
people are taking this time to really spread their culinary wings. We are all baking
those sourdough loaves, fermenting that kimchi, and making pasta from scratch.
(Well, maybe not all.) People are also being creative with items that have been sitting
in their pantry unused. 
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CONTINUE READING →

LOCKDOWN MOVIES

May 19, 2020

Illustration by Ethan Pettit
By Jennifer Perkin
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Almost everybody, whether they’re feeling bored and restless, overworked and over-
whelmed, or all of the above, is now spending more time at home. With the cinemas
closed for the foreseeable future, it’s a good time to catch up on movies you’ve been
planning to watch or revisit old favorites. 

CONTINUE READING →
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