COOP COMMITTEES LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS

November 7, 2023
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Join the Equity Access & Community Committee (the EACC) in doing important work
for our Coop. Formerly known as the Diversity and Equality Committee, we are prepar-
ing a survey for members to answer anonymously. It will provide for the first time, an
idea of the diversity of the Coop membership, to inform policies and practices going
forward.

If you have experience with SurveyMonkey or can help in other ways with sharing this
information, you can assist. There are also other areas of EACC work for new mem-
bers to collaborate on after the survey is completed and distributed. If interested,
please contact us at EquityAccess@psfc.coop.
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Calling all communications, graphic design, grant prospecting and translation

pros! The Cooperative Economics Alliance of NYC (CEANYC) is a home for co-ops of all
kinds in the five boroughs, including of course Park Slope Food Coop! We gather to-
gether for shared learning, advocacy and camaraderie, all with the intention of grow-
ing cooperation and a solidarity economy across NYC. Come volunteer with

us! CEANYC is seeking talented and reliable PSFC members who want to receive work
credit for providing support in any of the following areas:

1) Regular, ongoing communications services, particularly helping us create, edit and
send our quarterly newsletters and member updates.

2) Graphic design services (to create event flyers and more).

3) Foundation grant prospecting research to help us fund our unique and critical work.

4) Spanish-English translators to help us uphold our commitment to language justice
for the many CEANYC members who speak Spanish.

In each of these areas, we are seeking two freelancers who can each commit a mini-
mum of one work shift (2.75 hours) per month. You can apply by sending an email

to organize@gocoopnyc.org with: 1) a brief cover letter about your professional and
co-op-related experience, as well as why you are motivated to support NYC's growing
solidarity economy; 2) your résumé; and 3) your general availability for a regular
monthly check-in. Please use the following subject line: “PSFC-CEANYC Work Shift Op-
portunity.” Learn more about CEANYC at: https://gocoopnyc.org/
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The Food Coop’s Environmental
Committee is looking for multiple
new members!

The mission of the committee is to provide education, research,

and policy motivation to ensure the Food Coop operates with

fidelity to its official environmental policy which mandates that

the Coop “support the best products and practices with regard

to the health, safety, and preservation of humans, animals,

and the overall biosphere.” You can learn more about the 5 v
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action between meetings. We are looking for members with
education and/or professional experience in environmental
topics relevant to the Food Coop’s operations and impact. If
you're interested, please send an email with a short description
of your related experience to:
psfc.environmental.committee@gmail.com.




The Food Coop’s Environmental Committee is looking for multiple new members!

The mission of the committee is to provide education, research and policy motivation
to ensure the Food Coop operates with fidelity to its official environmental policy,
which mandates that the Coop is to “support the best products and practices with re-
gard to the health, safety and preservation of humans, animals and the overall bio-
sphere.” You can learn more about the Environmental Committee’s history and activi-
ties on the Park Slope Food Coop Environmental Committee website.

The Committee meets approximately quarterly to set plans for action between meet-

ings. We are looking for members with education and/or professional experience in en-
vironmental topics relevant to the Food Coop’s operations and impact. If you're inter-

ested, please send an email with a short description of your related experience to ps-

fc.environmental.committee@gmail.com.

THE RETURN OF PLOW TO PLATE

November 7, 2023
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Safe Food Committee Report

By Adam Rabiner

Well, dear readers, it is great to be back writing to you again after a two-year break
about the Plow to Plate Film Series. | am here to tell you that PtP is back too, although
not as you remember it. Our official return takes place this September, but you won’t
have to come to the small and sometimes cramped second floor room at 782 Union
Street to enjoy the show. Rather, you can enjoy The Pollinators—*“a cinematic journey
around the United States following migratory beekeepers and their truckloads of hon-
eybees”—from the comfort of your own, hopefully air-conditioned, home.

We were inspired to bring back PtP in this new form by the confluence of several fac-
tors. After the world seemed to shut down in 2020, we observed the onset of telework
and other ways of connecting via our computers. We also noticed a proof of concept
in the Flatbush Food Coop, whose film series carried on, via Zoom, with nary a pause



in their screening schedule. We recognize that the world has changed, and although
some face-to-face contact has returned, if Covid endures, which is likely, many mem-
bers will be wary of attending in person. Finally, our squad was informed by the Coop
that the second-floor room has been set aside for other purposes that make further
screenings there impossible. All of these factors led us to conclude that we either had
to adapt or change circumstances to avoid the end of our squad.

So, several months ago, our committee began to slowly coalesce again. We reached
out to one another, tentatively at first, via email and then regularly by Zoom. We
asked ourselves: can we viably come back and pull this off? During this time, we lost
a key member who had overseen our newsletter and website and so we would have
to modify our roles and learn new technologies and ways of interacting with our audi-
ences. Also, as you undoubtedly have noticed, this very publication, on which we
strongly rely for film reviews and to get the news out about upcoming events, has rad-
ically transformed itself from a print biweekly available on the shopping floor, to an
entirely digital newspaper. The last print issue of the Linewaiters’ Gazette is archived
on the website from August 10", 2021. What would this new format mean for our
work and our squad? We are still not entirely sure.

What can you expect moving forward? While we can no longer provide the healthy
snacks which everyone loved, you can watch at home with your favorite version of an
organic Cheez Doodle. Don’t worry, you'll be muted. You will also appreciate that the
hard, no-frills bridge chair that you previously sat on has been significantly upgraded
to your beloved couch.

We have also made a curatorial decision to screen shorter films. Zoom burnout is a re-
al thing and we really have no intention of competing with Netflix or Amazon Prime.
Plow to Plate has always been as much about the small but dedicated food-loving
community we have created over the years, as it is about the films themselves. Part
of what made the community, of course, was meeting in person. But a larger ingredi-
ent was the involvement of film makers, directors, producers and others we brought
in to explain their work and to answer audience questions. Plow to Plate, at its core, is
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really about your curiosity and engagement. In that regard, we will continue to bring
in the experts and encourage dialogue and Q & A. In fact, by going online, we hope to
broaden access to our film series to more attendees since logging in from anywhere
is a lot easier than showing up at a particular location. Recognizing tradition, and with
no compelling reason to further rock the boat, we will continue to host screenings on
the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.

There remain a lot of unknowns, but we are so excited to be back. Please look for our
review of The Pollinators soon in an upcoming issue of the new and improved Gazette
and please check in with us on Tuesday, September 13" at seven o’clock p.m. for our
inaugural virtual screening after our two-year hiatus. We will be providing a link in our
soon-to-appear Gazette review. Until then, be well.

The Pollinators: Tuesday, September 13", 2022 7:00 PM, Streaming Via Zoom, Link
TBA.

A veteran of the Coop bathroom cleaning squad, Adam Rabiner is a member of the
Safe Food Committee where he helped organize the Brooklyn Food Conferences’
movie screening and founded the Plow to Plate series.

THE HUDSON VALLEY FARM COOP COMMITTEE REPORT: UPDATE AND
CALL FOR NEW MEMBERS

November 7, 2023
By Jonathan Farber

The Park Slope Food Coop Hudson Valley Farm Coop Committee is recruiting new
members. This is an exciting venture and an opportunity to join a diverse team creat-
ing positive change in our food and farming systems. Committee members receive PS-
FC shift credits for their work. Agriculture and food-related business experience are
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not required to join.

The Coop voted at the April 2021 General Meeting to become the original sponsor of
this new and separate cooperative business. Our website is under development at hv-
farmcoop.com. PSFC members interested in joining the committee may contact us at
info@hvfarmcoop.com.

The HVFC is a proposed enterprise that will acquire, improve and operate fifteen
farms in the mid-Hudson Valley for the benefit of its shareholders and the wider com-
munity. The start-up budget for this project is $30 million. The Farm Coop will raise
funds through a unique financial mechanism called a Direct Public Offering. The HVFC
will provide its members the rare opportunity to own a stake in socially progressive
and ecologically regenerative farms. Their investments will help to recreate, sustain
and protect this wonderful corner of our threatened and critical agricultural region.

Our immediate needs are in three broad areas. First, we are looking for experienced
accounting, business management and finance professionals. The tasks at hand in-
clude refining the business plan, preparing our financial model and proforma state-
ments, establishing the cooperative corporation, and structuring the direct public
offering. Second, we need professional planners and geographers to round out our de-
sign team. And third, we need seasoned marketing and sales pros to help us sharpen
presentations to attract project cosponsors in the public, private, and not-for profit
sectors—and, eventually, individual Farm Coop shareholders. Community organizers
and public relations professionals will further hone and deliver our message.

Most recently, HVFC members have participated as a client in a semester-long En-
gaged Learning Project of the Cornell University Cooperative Enterprise Program, SC
Johnson Business College, Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management; pre-
sented the Farm Coop at the Columbia University School of International and Public
Affairs Sustainable Finance Seminar; enrolled in a four-session module of the Cornell
Cooperative Extension Agricultural Workforce Supervisory Leadership Course titled,
“Organizing Farm Work for High Quality Results”; met regularly with the Hudson Val-
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ley Devon Cattle Community Breeding Project; participated in a hands-on workshop at
the SUNY Cobleskill Meat Processing Lab; and corresponded about the Farm Coop
with numerous farmers, agricultural specialists, organizers, and others.



