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LETTERS
TO THE

EDITOR

LIDL HIGHLIGHTS LACK OF COOP AFFORDABILITY

Dear Editor,


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2026/02/10/february-10-2026-letters/

| appreciated very much Anita Bushell’'s January 20 article on the Park Slope branch of
Lidl, a new German grocery story on of which | was unaware. Among other things, she
highlighted items in several categories that are more affordable at Lidl than they are
at the Coop, including mandarin oranges, multigrain bread, and croissants. All but
one variety of apple there are also on offer at a lower price. All this with no work re-
quirement.

Bushell prefers the quality of goods and feeling of community at the Coop. | do too,
but her survey highlights an important reality: Increasingly, we are a place less about
affordable foods and more about elevated (or some might say snobby) preferences
and responsible (or some might say politicized) sourcing.

Our markup was “temporarily” increased to 25% from 21% nearly six years ago and
with spiraling health care and other costs, reporting out of the general meetings
makes clear there is no return on the horizon to the original lower food prices. For the
past year, I've found it cheaper to have coffee delivered from Finland than to buy it at
the Coop, to give one example.

Meanwhile far more members seem interested in engaging in geopolitical debates
than with costs and affordability. Instead of turning up our noses at Lidl, we should
consider how to replicate their tight mission focus and efficiencies. Or we should at
least be more honest about the fact that affordability, for those of us who don’t quali-
fy for special programs, is slipping away at our beloved Coop.

In cooperation,

Ryan Tate
Receiving shift (Lifter)


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2026/01/20/cheap-croissants-but-lidl-charm/
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REGARDING LIDL'S REVIEW

Dear Coop community,

Anita Bushell’s January 20 article on the relative merits of Lidl and the Coop (“Cheap-
Croissants but Lidl Charm*) misses the mark. The Coop and Lidl are fundamentally
different, but it hardly warrants pooh-poohing Lidl.

In truth, many Coop products are expensive, and Lidl is generally cheaper. As Ms.
Bushell observes, the Coop wins on quality and variety. But many products at Lidl—-
like fresh breads—are actually superior to the Coop’s. Lidl produce, while not as good
as Coop produce, is decent and mostly cheaper than what's for sale at Trader Joe's.
It’s hardly fair to diminish it as “an okay option for last-minute dashes.”

Frankly, | find Ms. Bushell’'s mockery of discount promotions as features of a “a glo-
rified mini-mart” deeply out of touch when affordability is such an important issue. | al-
so struggle to relate to her lamenting the loss of the semi-suburban Key Foods park-
ing lot and ruing its replacement with housing units, many set aside for affordable
housing. (N.B. It was community leaders who advocated for an affordable grocery
store in the development.)

Lidl is not especially warm or charming; most groceries aren’t. It employs the same
antitheft gate system used across Europe. If this system reduces the shoplifting that
chain supermarket operators often cite as reasons for avoiding certain neighbor-
hoods, it's a reasonable trade-off. Lidl has been expanding across the city, often in
neighborhoods lacking affordable alternatives. It's also open to anyone who walks off
the street—unlike the Coop.

| rather like the Coop, which is why I'm a member, but that doesn’t mean | look down
on Lidl. I do however wholly disapprove of mocking a discount grocery store’s food as
“technically edible.”


https://linewaitersgazette.com/2026/01/20/cheap-croissants-but-lidl-charm/
https://linewaitersgazette.com/2026/01/20/cheap-croissants-but-lidl-charm/
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Sincerely,

Daniel Stone

PAGING COMPOSTABLE BAGS TO THE BULK AISLE

Dear Coop members:

As a newer member of the Coop, I've been impressed by the sustainable practices in
place: a robust composting system, food donation to CHiPS and other food rescue or-
ganizations, reuse of delivery boxes for shoppers, and much more.

I'm curious about one, albeit small, area where we might be able to do better: the
plastic bags used for pre-packaged bulk items and bread. | recognize there may be
considerations I'm not aware of—cost or performance issues with compostable option-
s—though given compostable bags are available in the produce section, | wonder if
there’s potential to transition these remaining plastic bags to compostable (or at the
very least non-plastic) alternatives.

Part of my motivation for writing this letter is to see if this is something other mem-
bers would support pursuing. The Coop’s commitment to sustainability is a large part
of what drew me to the organization, and | would love to help continue to drive this
core part of our mission: “We strive to reduce the impact of our lifestyles on the world
we share with other species and future generations.”

Kindly,

Kristen Mashikian


https://www.chipsonline.org/

FOOD HOLDS ENERGY WITH A MESSAGE

Dear Coop members,

In 2015, when my daughters were 5 and 4 years old, | joined the PSFC. Our family en-
joyed all the organic goodies we are so blessed to have available. My friend Anna, al-
so a PSFC member, pointed out how | would bring carrots and a peeler with me to the
Children’s Museum; my nephew would laugh at how my stroller would be full of food
and called me a refrigerator.

We would not leave home without all our food.

In the book Food Rules, writer Michael Pollan observes how much of what he sees for
sale doesn't “deserve to be called food.” Instead, he prefers to “call them edible food--
like substances.”

Having growing up in Tunisia and in Switzerland, | was alarmed at the quality of food
sold in the US. My studies confirmed what my intuition was telling me: food is more
than calories and nutrients. It holds the energy of the farmer, the farm, nature, and
the intention behind the making of that food. Food holds a message.

| started cooking for my community to have conversations on ethical food and why
we need to know where our food comes from. When we eat local food, it's easier to
know the energy it holds. We want to give money to people who are caring for our
land and taking good care of their employees and animals. | don’t want to eat anger
and pain, do you?

Guided by that philosophy, | do not buy ingredients from Israel, and I'm in favor of
boycotting all goods from there until Israel ends what an overwhelming number of hu-
man rights organizations and authorities on international law say is a genocide, and


https://bookshop.org/p/books/food-rules-an-eater-s-manual-michael-pollan/03ad708018d5c772?ean=9780143124108&next=t
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Palestinians live freely.

| am honored to serve the PSFC with my food. | offer a vegan Tunisian sandwich
called LA TUNISIENNE, free of cruelty. Find it Sundays in the grab and go fridge.

Sincerely,

Nadia Ketoure

HAVE RACHMONES: IMAGINE MENSTRUATION WHERE IMPORT OF HY-
GIENE PRODUCTS IS BANNED

Fellow Members,

Perhaps you've heard someone ask: Why Israel? Why do thousands of Coop members
demand a boycott of Israeli products, especially now that there's a ceasefire*? Let's
take a closer look and use an Israeli newspaper as a source. On January 22, 2026
Haaretz reported a “shortage in basics such as beef, poultry and hygiene products,
caused by Israel’s decision to ban the entry of these products...”.

These banned hygiene products include menstrual supplies and diapers. Last week, |
received a charity request to fund period kits for menstruating women and girls in
Gaza. | was ready to donate, but then wondered: would these even make it through
the blockade?

In the Yiddish-English home of my girlhood, my mother would often tell me to “have
rachmones” (empathy or compassion) for others. Whether or not you've ever men-
struated, it should be easy to imagine how wretched it would be to have no products
to absorb your menstrual blood, and how much more of a horror it would be if you
were living in a freezing cold refugee camp with extremely limited toilets or clean run-
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ning water, and let alone privacy.

Every time we member-owners stock, sell, and buy Israeli products, we contribute to
the economy of a country that has chosen to keep Palestinians in Gaza without period
products and diapers.

Have Rachmones,

Alyce Barr

*1t’s hard to understand what Israel considers a ceasefire, since Israeli forces have
killed over 470 Palestinians during the current ceasefire.

SOME SEE UPSIDE TO A “LOOMING COLLAPSE”

Dear Members,

| read recently of a “looming collapse” of Israel’s agricultural exports

market. Whether or not we boycott Israeli goods at the Coop, this collapse could
achieve what so many courageous amongst us have campaigned for: a better world.

Sincerely,

Damien Neva

KNOW THE FACTS BEFORE YOU VOTE

Dear Coop community:


https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20260121-israeli-agricultural-exports-face-collapse-as-boycott-over-gaza-genocide-deepens/
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As we gear up for what's sure to be a contentious discussion (and, finally, a vote!!) on
the boycott of Israeli products, it’s essential that members reach out and learn the
facts about previous and current organizing efforts.

Please DO NOT believe claims of antisemitism (I for one am proudly Jewish) and other
emotional appeals to secure votes against a boycott. Some members weaponize such
claims, and it behooves all of us to understand the facts and vote our consciences.

The Coop has a long, proud history of boycotting products from countries and entities
that fail to act in accordance with our Mission Statement. | urge all members to fa-
miliarize themselves with that Statement and the importance of boycotts in the strug-
gles worldwide for justice.

Yes, this issue brings “conflict” among us and, yes, discussions on these matters can
be challenging, but | believe in the Coop, its Mission Statement, and the integrity of
our members to proceed with the facts and in a spirit of cooperation

Sincerely,

Carol Wald

TRYING TO “JOIN THE CONVERSATION” WOULD BE EASIER WITH SOME
TRANSPARENCY, PLEASE

Dear Coop members:

I’'m writing with questions about the December 30 “Join the Conversation” memo an-
nouncing a facilitated conversation about conflict in the Coop community, capped at
12 participants, with work-slot credit for attending. The memo emphasized confiden-
tiality and directed members to apply online.


https://www.foodcoop.com/mission/

| applied almost immediately, but wasn't selected. | understand that there was likely
limited capacity, but when shift credit is offered for a limited-access event, the selec-
tion and approval process should be transparent.

Questions | hope the Coop can answer:

» Will there be additional sessions, and will members who weren’t selected this time
get priority or another clear path to participate?

« What were the selection criteria? Was it first-come/first-served, a lottery, or based
on other considerations? If so, what were they? Was race, ethnicity, religion, or iden-
tity considered?

* Who approved this as eligible for shift credit, and under what policy or category?
What safeguards ensured it was administered fairly and consistently?

» Where was this discussed publicly within Coop governance? | don’t recall seeing it
in General Meeting materials or minutes, but I'd appreciate a pointer if | missed it.

Sincerely,

Vivek Bhagwat

COOP WORK-SLOT CREDIT

Dear Editor:

On January 12, | participated in a Coop event for work-slot credit to discuss how
conflict at the Coop “affected your experience as a Coop member.” It covered “your
experience as a Coop member during times of conflict, especially if it feels personal,”
and was not about making “decisions about a boycott or convincing anyone of a par-



ticular view.” (Quoted text is all pulled from the document from the moderators). Six
people took part.

We agreed to no audio recording and no names. Moderators were asked what they
were bringing back from this session to the Coop community. They said they were not
providing any information to the Coop.

| argued that the Membership needs to obtain value for holding this session as the
Coop provided the site and work slot credits to the participants. It is not a breach of
confidentiality to provide a high-level report, which does not include names or direct
guotes.

| noted that | could write a letter to the Gazette, following those guidelines. One parti-
cipant was against any letter writing. The moderators who had advised that they
were not decision makers, now ruled against my right to inform the Coop. At that
point | left the session.

If the moderators want to hold this type of meeting under the “No Feedback” to Mem-
bers rule, then it should not be held on Coop property. It is really a private activity.
The Coop should not host or provide work-slot credits for something that doesn’t in-
form the Members and directly or indirectly, benefit the Coop.

| respectfully request that any future sessions be canceled.

In Cooperation,

Stewart Pravda



IN THE LAND OF “BROKEN LAND DREAMS” (WITH APOLOGIES TO THE
BOSS)

Dear Coop members,

My magical realism novel, Broken Land Dreams, out in Kindle and print, mentions the
Coop and Park Slope. It's not just for Boomers, guys in search of themselves, or Brook-
lynites, but those in need of a Hired Power, progressives, mindfulness types, literary
mavens, utopian dreamers, and young superheroes with contemplative and critical
thinking powers.

The book defies a conventional linear narrative. In Part |, Jacob Traum, a grumpy, re-
tired high school social worker and meditating lefty boomer, tells us his wife Maya has
left him and warns him he needs to recover from himself. He describes the puzzling
and socially unjust things he broods and dreams about that contribute to his disposi-
tion and emotional absence.

In Part Il, the surreal story begins. With the help of his dreamt-up, gender-fluid, hired
power with superpowers from the future, Jacob embarks on a Dante-esque, pan-
demic-era personal journey. In Hell Inc. he’'s confronted by, then manages to escape
three right-wing rats, leaders of the Ratocracy conspiracy—Ratty Ghouliani, Ayn Rat-
nd, and Pete the New York Pizza Rat. The rats seek revenge by infesting his former
high school with Ratocratic values and plan to take over Brooklyn. With the help of his
Park Slope (Purgatory) men’s group, the Brooklyn Codgers, and his high school stu-
dents’ socially conscious meditation group, imbued with their own superhero powers,
Jacob must face himself as well as the Ratocrats in a final showdown to reach Heaven
(the Brooklyn Botanic Garden), save Brooklyn, and earn back Maya.

In our post-pandemic and Trump-redux era, this re-telling of Dante’s cosmic journey
will appeal to many of us facing an uncertain future and to those who appreciate how
truth, love, and Brooklyn-style dreams triumph over meanness, greed, fake
news—and New York rats.


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GGCCBTVM?ref=sp_email&fbclid=IwY2xjawPZMB5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeTF8vluI73tzTmMd1FRVyArGxEeoh7P7hYl8vGTiR3oX4nb6wfarqit9L67A_aem_Z220-9o5KoPZUh81b4gMIw

Sincerely,

David Forbes

NOTE FROM THE GAZETTE EDITORS

February 14, 2026

To Gazette readers,

Inconsistencies occurred in applying the Gazette’s Letters to the Editor policies in

the February 10, 2026 issue. As a result, two letters from that issue have been tem-
porarily removed pending a review of those policies.

As the Coop’s publisher, the General Coordinators have a responsibility to ensure that
published material aligns with institutional and legal standards and that policies are
applied consistently. In this instance, General Manager Joe Szladek and General Coord-
inator Ann Herpel were involved in the decision to remove the content in order to ad-

dress those concerns.

A review of the Gazette's editorial standards and policies is underway to ensure they
are clearly defined and consistently applied.

We regret any confusion this may cause and appreciate Gazette readers’ understand-
ing as we complete this review.

Thank you,

Gazette Editors, Joe Szladek and Ann Herpel



