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Courtesy of Juliette Kennedy
Linda Faust, a longtime Park Slope resident and Coop member, died of mesothelioma
on February 25. She was 77 years old. Linda taught Biology and Earth Science at near-
by Clara Barton High School for 30 years at a time when few women taught science in
the public school system. She waited to join the Coop until she retired, fearing she
would not have enough spare time to fulfill the work requirement. This reflected her
all-in commitment to being a teacher. Dr. Brigitte Holder, a former student who be-
came a lifelong friend, recalled:

“The way to describe her was independent, stern and demanding of respect in her
classroom. She genuinely wanted to mold you into the best version of you. Her class-
room was a learning arena. I couldn’t wait to attend Health Occupation Science be-
cause I knew every day I would emerge with a new wealth of knowledge, bringing me



closer to becoming a physician.”

When Linda did finally join the Coop, she was on a Receiving Squad, stocking produce
in the early morning, before the store opened. The Coop gave her another way to par-
ticipate in the community she loved. Her friend Judith Foster remembered:

“Linda and I would always ask each other, ‘Need anything from the Coop? I’m going
to walk over there soon.’ She really liked the coffee, SodaStream, the lox, and the ma-
ple yogurt. She saw the Coop as part of communal Park Slope life and felt strongly
that it belonged to everyone who worked there, not just those with a particular point
of view.”

Linda and her husband Steve were instrumental in improving bike access to the Coop.
The bike valet system was largely the result of their efforts. After Steve’s death in
2014, she continued to advocate for easier and safer bike access, feeling that bicy-
cles were integral to the fabric of the city. In her retirement, she frequented the Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden and museums all over the city. She also took great pride in the
achievements of her three grandsons.

Dr. Holder emphasized how Linda’s instruction extended far beyond the classroom,
even during her final illness:

“Until the last minute of her life, she remained the consummate teacher, now teach-
ing me a life lesson. I watched her while she lay in hospice, gracefully making all deci-
sions along with her family on how she would pass on her own terms, without tubes
and medical devices.”

Linda is survived by her daughter Juliette Faust Kennedy, son Nathan Faust, son-in-
law Terence Kennedy, daughter-in-law Tamarah Faust, grandsons Eli, Miles and Sea-
mus and sister Estelle Roca.

Thomas Rayfiel is the author of eight novels. He has also written “living obituaries”



for VICE TV.
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Andrea “Traci” O’Kelly, who joined the Coop in 1985, died on April 1 at her home in
Brooklyn. She was 74 years old. Traci studied acting at the Afro-American Studio for
Acting and Speech in Harlem. She performed a musical tribute to Billie Holiday at Dan-
ny’s Skylight Room and Don’t Tell Mama. Later, she settled in Park Slope and worked
at several businesses, including Jumpin’ Julia, Tarzian West for Housewares and the
Plaza Center for the Healing Arts.

At the Coop, Traci worked checkout and had a near-perfect attendance record. Her
daughter Raine recalls that “the Coop was an essential space for my mother. She was
very proud to be a member. She primarily worked at checkout because she loved talk-
ing to people and learning about all the items the Coop carried. She appreciated it-
s affordability and organic food. My mother raised four young children as a single
mother. Being able to provide us with artisanal, organic high-quality products was the
reason she was grateful to be a member.” 

Some of Traci’s favorite Coop items were chicken for roast chicken Sundays, kom-
bucha, fresh corn, ramps, cantaloupe, and essential oils such as lemon, peppermint
and lavender for sleep and meditation.  

Membership Coordinator Jana Cunningham, who was often in charge of Traci’s shift,
remembers: “Traci was always wearing a smile. She was one of those people who
made the room brighter by just being present. Traci worked on the Shopping Squad,
which could at times be very hectic and stressful, yet she remained pleasant, helpful,
kind and…smiling.”

A great animal lover, Traci always had dogs and cats in her house. She was particular-
ly fond of Irish setters, cocker spaniels and Maine coon cats. 

“THE COOP WAS AN ESSENTIAL SPACE FOR MY MOTHER. SHE WAS VERY PROUD



TO BE A MEMBER.”

RAINE, DAUGHTER

Traci is survived by her daughters, Lani, Toi, Raine and Jurnee; her sisters, Donna and
Frances, and her dog, Joey. Her mother, Helen, predeceased her in 2006. Her brother,
Arnold, predeceased her in 2015. Her only son, Hunter, predeceased her in 2020.

Coop member Thomas Rayfiel is the author of eight novels. He has also written “living
obituaries” for VICE TV.
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Dan Clearwater Gross, a Coop member who was heavily involved in composting, both
in Park Slope and other parts of Brooklyn, died unexpectedly on July 14.  He was 40
years old. Dan joined the Coop in 2010, left in 2013 then rejoined in 2022. Dan’s part-
ner, Alexia Cohen, describes how “for the past two-plus years we did the composting
shift together on Saturdays at the Old Stone House community garden. We hauled
and processed the compost in the garden. We loved our composting shift so much.
We often did it while playing music on our speaker, chopping the compost to the
rhythm of the music. Little kids would stop by and ask what we were doing. They
loved participating in the process for a couple of minutes. We had nice interactions
with all sorts of folks in the park. Dan was a socialist, and the Coop aligned with his
values.”



Sherry Showell, squad leader of the Composting Squad, remembers Dan as “a fasci-
nating and enthusiastic person. I filed it in the back of my brain to try and introduce
him to my son. I thought they had a lot of things in common—hands-on building, in-
venting, physics. This just is too sad. He really impressed me.”

Dan was also on the board of BK Rot, a bike-powered, fossil fuel–free food waste haul-
ing and compost service that operates at the local level, enlisting community mem-
bers. In the photo accompanying this obituary, he is standing in front of a compost
sifter he and Alexia designed and fabricated.

During his previous time as a member, Dan was on the Commando Squad, an elite
cleaning unit that met once every 12 weeks and gave the Coop a deep cleaning on
Sunday nights from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Dan’s professional life was varied. At the time of his death, he was Senior Director of
Membership for the Newlab Brooklyn in the Navy Yards, a company devoted to help-
ing startup technologies gain a foothold in the commercial world. Previously, he was a
scientific instrument maker. He also collaborated with artists to create various art pie-
ces and installations. 

He is survived by Alexia Cohen, his life partner, his parents Penni Harmon and Alan
Gross, his brothers Eliot Harmon and Mowgli Holmes, and his sisters Crystal Clearwa-
ter Gross and Lily Harmon. 

Coop member Thomas Rayfiel is the author of eight novels. He has also written “living
obituaries” for VICE TV.
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By Thomas Rayfiel

Kathryn Drummer, for many years a Saturday morning Shopping Squad Leader, died
on January 12, 2025. She was 73. Longtime residents of Park Slope may remember
Kathryn’s store Waltzing Matilda, on First Street off Seventh Avenue. From 1995 until
2004, the store featured an eclectic mix of salvaged and restored furniture, not to
mention antique jewelry and, briefly, “retro candy,” including wax lips and giant jaw-
breakers. Over a varied career that included teaching, catering and renovating local
buildings, her abiding passion was to haunt estate sales and flea markets, finding
offbeat and funky décor which she displayed in a space reflecting her own very perso-
nal aesthetic. Her college friend and roommate Jan Cunningham Hodson, recalls:

“Kathy was the first person to interest me in antiques, in upcycling furniture, and she
taught me the joy of finding treasures along the street. She knew about all-things-vin-
tage at that young age and often came home from class with a treasure she had
picked up from someone’s junk at the curb.”

CARING FOR OTHERS, BOTH HUMANS AND ANIMALS, PLAYED A HUGE PART IN
KATHRYN’S LIFE.

Kathryn joined the Coop in 1990 and was, in the words of her daughter, Anna Sarfaty,
“a true believer,” not only arriving before 6am to prepare the Coop but coming earlier
in the week to pick up the keys so she could open the doors. Anna remembers, in
those less liability-conscious times, happily wandering in the Coop, bagel in hand,
from the basement to the main floor to the upstairs offices, a child on the loose, while
her mother ensured the smooth running of the early-morning rush. Kathryn loved to
cook, later in life sending her daughter care packages of Coop food. She was willing
to shop at any time, wait on any length of line, chatting with fellow members, enjoy-



ing herself.  

Caring for others, both humans and animals, played a huge part in Kathryn’s life. She
volunteered to take part in hospice vigils, a program that provides support and com-
fort for patients in their final stages of life. She would bring homemade soup or talk or
just sit with people. She would also take in stray cats and elderly, often sick, dogs,
feeding and nursing them. “It’s no wonder,” Anna says, “that I became a veteri-
narian.” 

Kathryn lived on Sixth Avenue for 45 years and was an integral part of the neighbor-
hood. Her friend Gerry McCleave wrote: “I must mention her joy when we would meet
accidently and her big welcoming smile and positive approach even when things got
difficult. I was lucky to know her and enjoy her conversation.”

Kathryn is survived by her daughter, Anna Sarfaty, grandson, Rafi, her brother, Alan,
nephew and niece Dylan and Dasha, and her sister, Dorothy.

Coop member Thomas Rayfiel is the author of eight novels. He has also written “living
obituaries” for VICE TV.


